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Introduction
In her book, Harris-Perry looks at black women’s interior lives as a site of citizenship. It is not about politics or anything to do with how they behave when on voting booths or the choices they make when they decide to run for office. Instead, it is a claim about how it feels like when trying to do the work of citizenship especially, when in a body that is racialized or gendered and this is the central thesis of her book. 
Three Important Ideas
(a) Ultimate Citizenship Duty
Being a great citizen does not necessarily mean serving in the highest level of elected office or even paying taxes (Harris-Perry, 2011). In context, the author seems to underscore the underutilization of the term “duty” in a country that has been focusing more on “individual rights” rather than accompanying responsibilities. The centre of her ideas is that American democracy was founded on one critical assumption- that its citizenry would pursue virtue. However, the question of what counts as a citizenship duty cannot be ignored. She feels that both citizenship duty and a citizenship responsibility are raced and gendered. 
(b) Citizenship Responsibility
She refutes the idea that the ultimate act of citizenship is participation in foreign war. Part of how she knows this is because when individuals are running for presidency, the first question they are always asked is whether they have ever participated in drafting policies or participated in foreign wars. An example of such a claim is in the differences found between Hillary and Bill Clinton when they were running for office. The candidates are of the same age and yet, the question posed to Bill Clinton whether he has ever participated in the military was not brought up in the context of Hillary. The reason the author gives for this is that participation in the military is not a responsibility, but a duty that an American woman could not have been expected to fulfil.
This kind of an example give a rough idea of how women are viewed- as weak individuals. For some reasons, citizenship is linked with the ability to take part in armed struggles for national defence- an ability which is equated with maleness. According to the author, citizenship should be perceived as an obligation as well as a right. It is wrong to determine individual’s strength on the basis of their ability to kill or die for what is perceived as an ultimate citizen’s duty. 
In due diligence, Harris-Perry emphasizes the idea of “citizenship responsibility” that defines both men and women as capable individuals who have equal responsibilities to fulfil for the sake of their wellbeing and that of their country. 
(c) Citizenship should not be conditioned
Traditionally, women were not allowed to own properties. This adage has not really changed because according to Harris-Perry, citizenship is still equated with the ability to pay taxes and meet other government obligations. It is assumed that only a few black women are capable of meeting such obligations hence the availability of stricter policies that limit their ability to seek the highest-ranked positions in the government. On the other hand, Harris-Perry emphasizes that people should stop the idea of conditioning citizenship by the use of financial limitations. In regard to this, she emphasizes the idea of equal opportunities. Also, she points out the fundamental need for black women to be seen as individuals with equal capabilities with those of men. 


Critique
The author is trying to help the reader understand the “distorted images and painful stereotypes of black women. She objectively used various elements to appeal her ideas and fears to the audience.  For example, she characterizes people like Jezebel, Sapphire, and Mammy by portraying their experiences that give a rough idea of what African-American women go through in the crooked room (America). By so doing, she helps the reader understand how stereotyping influences black women and how it affects their decisions as political actors (p.32). 
Her ideas are flowing lucidly. For example, in chapter one she addressed the theme of “stereotyping” and incorporated a study that involved black women. By sharing their responses, she makes sure that readers get first-hand information that also increases credibility of her ideas. 
She also goes ahead to discussing in detail other themes such as “shame” in the following chapters. According to Clark (2011), Harris-Perry was able to provide a succinct distinction between various forms of shaming that not only make black women feel stigmatized but also feel denigrated. 
The book raises some sobering thoughts that tempts the reader to question the so called claim “women and children first.” The ways in which her ideas were woven together logically helps the reader see where African-American women come from and where they stand in the contemporary world. There is very little difference because black women are still experiencing problems they were experiencing before America became a democratic country. They have to fight for their place in the racialized and gendered country. Therefore, the book is logically organized and this helps make a sound case for black women and the challenges they have to endure in a “democratic country.” Also, it is important to note how the author wisely inscribed words that creates more meaning on her thesis. 
Usefulness
The piece of work has some expressive purposes as it provides a sense of black women struggle. It is not fictional, but it has some textual as well as authorial intentions readers can deconstruct in order to understand its relevance.  The ways in which she utilizes various elements such as irony helps create a more nuanced account of an informative intention that addresses a lot of issues which black women faces in the contemporary world. Therefore, the piece of work is not only useful for creating awareness, but also for educational purposes. 
For any piece of writing to be useful, it has to be addressed to a particular audience and with a purpose. The subtitle of the book “For coloured girls who have considered politics when being strong is not enough”, clearly tell the reader to whom it was addressed. Coloured girls are the primary audience. Reading through the book, you’d notice that it was written with a message of power for black women. 
The piece of work can be used as a guideline for helping policymakers create policies that addresses challenges women of colour has been facing in America. They should be allowed to exercise not only their rights, but also their citizenly duties and responsibilities. On the other hand, the piece of work can be used as an academic resource for its richness in writing techniques, analysis, structural elements, as well as for its credibility. 
The book can also be used in everyday life to help people from different racial backgrounds live in harmony. This is even so because it provides shared experiences, which readers can relate with and can use to connect with larger truths in the American societies. The author did not incorporate any fictional truths and, therefore, the book can be appealing to anyone who is willing to learn how racism, stereotyping, and shame affects people from different racial backgrounds. The book meets all the purposes of any piece of literature, which include: educating, creating awareness, or entertainment purposes. 
Reflection
I like the ways in which the author deconstructed white women’s roles as both oppressors and potential confederates. She used both historical and contemporary examples as vehicles of her analysis. Using first-hand experiences, she explores some dynamics that black women use when engaging with different people of different skin colour. She incorporates a wide range of literary, political, and pop culture examples to create a clear image of these dynamics. 
In the first chapter of her book, Harris-Perry talk in detail about a “Crooked Room”, which is also the title of the chapter. In the crooked room is where she addresses themes of pervasive stereotyping and shame. It describes in detail how black subjects were put in a room where they were asked to sit upright on crooked chairs something that many did not do. Using this example, she believes that “black women” are still standing in crooked rooms, which can be likened with living in a country that prides itself in equality. She creates a warped image of their humanity by stating that “…some black women tilt and bend themselves to fit the distortion (p.29).”
It is also amazing how the author uses lots of contemporary examples to drive her ideas home. For example, she gave a precise description of the Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans to explain how American society is racialized and gendered as well as their effects on black women. The image of black women suffering in the face of disaster did not inspire sympathy that would be expected from a nation that claims “women and children first” and this was the ironic part of her examples. 
In a nutshell, the author incorporated various elements which strengthen her thesis that creates an image of “strong black women”, who continues to suffer in what she describes as “crooked room” in the first chapter of her book. 
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